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dingly the Madras Government opened out negotiations
with Basalut Jung direct without first communicating
with the Nizam, and the result was that Basalut Jung
executed a treaty (January, 1779) under which he
agreed to dismiss the French from his service and to cede
the district of Guntoor on condition of a fixed annual
payment. The amount of this payment was not settled,
but it was agreed that it should be the same as the
Nawab then received. It was further agreed that, if the
Nawab required protection, the Madras authorities
would send him the troops, the cost of which would be
deducted from the Jaghir rents. As soon as this had
been arranged, a body of troops was sent in April, under
Colonel Harper, to take possession of the district and to
protect the person of Basalut Jung. The manner in
which this march was conducted was extremely foolish.
After reaching Guntoor, Basalut Jung asked that the
troops should join him at Adoni, of which he was Gover-
nor, and accordingly they marched through the Cud-
dapah district, which then belonged to Hyder, without
first asking for permission. Hyder's officers refused to
allow them to pass, and Colonel Harper had to retire
with the best grace he could. This thoughtless conduct,
however, was quite sufficient to enrage Hyder, and there
can be no doubt that it was one of the many causes that
led to his next desperate struggle with the British
power.

Hyder Ali, however, was not the only person who was
offended with the arrangement about Guntoor. Soon
after concluding the treaty with Basalut Jung, the Madras
Government resolved to send an officer to the Nizam's
court in order to sound him regarding his relations to
other Indian powers and also to the French. The first
Resident selected was a Mr. Holland, who arrived at